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THE RUNNER

[ am the boy who runs.

Everywhere I hear guns, guns, guns.

My heart is thumping very loudly.

Why s Tife treating me so cruelly?
am the boy who runs.

[ pass mothers gripping their sons,

Silently praying for a quick change,

From a Tife that is so strange.

[ am the boy who runs.

[ don't want to run for months.

Will I ever get out of this mess,

to a place of safety, hope and

happiness?

[ am the boy who runs.

Here I can't even get buns.

Hoping to flee from this society,

A soul in search of identity

By Mohd Feroz bin Said Alam (Myanmar,

Rohingya)
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If you ask me

If you ask me how my life is,
I'1 have to say 'life is a struggling,’
Fighting for Tife like a dying man,
Like a dog seeking every corner,

)

Just to find something to keep me

alive.

If you ask me how my life is,

I'll be quite honest to give a reply,
Life isn't a bed of roses but of
thorns,

Pricking me all through the days,

And turning my nights into nightmare.

If you ask me how my life is,

This will be the answer I'll give,

Life is indeed a lonely feeling,

In the midst of happy Tiving crowd,

Crowd that find me as a worthless

reature.

[f you ask me how my Tife is,

I'd ask you back why you ask me.

Can't you see I look like an old man?
Though my age is just passing thirty,
I hope you know what it is when I say

that!

Stop asking me questions that hurt,

A man away from his beloved home,

A man being forced to leave his land,
A man running away for life out of
fear,

Has indeed had a long story to

narrate!

[ miss my country and my home,

My family, my friends I do love them,
But to return is something that I
can't,

Coz I'm missing the missing ones,

All that'd gone and all that I can't

claim again.

Yes, I'm a refugee Tliving in here!
Hoping that one day I will see,

The beautiful sun rising again for me,
And the rainbow smiling at me,

The stars wanting to chat with me,

The moon clearing the
nights,

Yes, somewhere! Somewher
Where I could start my

again!

darkness of

e out there,

life all over

By Francis Dal Lam Thang
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If You Do not Find My
Grave On The Porch

Son:---.
If tomorrow you do not find my grave
on the porch,

Look at the ocean,

Maybe the fish are still kind,

Leaving a bone for you to recognize.

Son...
If tomorrow you do not find my grave
on the porch,

Look at the buildings,

Maybe the rain is still kind,
Leaving

my blood for you to

recognize.

Son...

If tomorrow you do not find my grave
on the porch,

Go to the street,

Maybe the sweepers are still kind,
Leaving my hair burned,

By criminals in the name of justice.

Son...

If tomorrow you do not find my grave
on the porch,

Try to look behind the prison,

Maybe the darkness of prison is still
kind,

Leaving a blanket and pillow for me
to sleep as I passed my life as a

prisoner.

Son...
If tomorrow you do not find my grave
on the porch,

Go to waste bins,

Maybe flie

kind,

eaving a palm for you

he coffee is not cold yet

to

s and caterpillars are stil

kiss.

But this body has been shivering.

[t’ s not about the cold i

BULSia

s all about hearing you

behind the fence.

[t ishiok

tomorm

OW,

about me

Buried by a building,

Burned by criminals of

Because of

Because of its uselessness.

But, about

tomorrow because you’

By Desi Larasati

injustice,

in winter,

crying

dying in the ocean

Jjustice,

having to hear your cry

re starving.

(Indonesia)
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Living as an immigrant

means a cursed life

By unbuttoning the sadness

every evening keeps touching me

calls me in the darkness, around the
light

far in this foreign land.

In the closed room named as foreign
land, T wait for the night to get over,
Where is that golden morning of mine,
Give me back the dawn when the birds
chirp?

Fields full of crops, the evening time
during rainbows

When will T get back to the Banyakandi
Market of my childhood and teenage
time?

On the heart of Fuljor river, fish hook
in hands,

goes back, comes back to this far
canvas of this foreign land.

The warm Bhanpa Pitha made by mother
in a winter morning,

Sometimes roasted Khichuri in a lazy
rainy day, sometimes Jhalmuri (spiced
puffed rice),

Sometimes getting scolded by father
for being late at night

today these memories make me cry too

much.

I keep getting Tost in the circle of
time,

by Tosing the way in the sunlight,
keep looking for it in the moonlight,
My mind gets lost around the four
walls of this pen

But in reality I'm just an immigrant,
demanding happiness in sweaty clothes,
Giving away my Tlove to the dreams

my love.

Desires teach me to think, dreams
teach me to live.

Suffering to buy happiness, fulfilled
yet not being fulfilled

Living as an immigrant means a cursed

life

By M A Sobur (Bengladesh)
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A Sunday Morning In
Paya Lebar

A Paya Lebar that never once fell

silent,

since 7 in the morning

from the station to all along Tanjong
Katong

from those in pairs, in threes

to those in an entourage

from those with headscarves

to those with hair, dyed

mingling as migrants

a Paya Lebar, they make.

Like hometown villages,

among friends, greeting and joking
weaving stories

at the fringe of City Plaza

their portraits immortalised in
selfies

or by the sidewalk

the parties they make under the

raintree.

But if we look beyond all these—

In between the skyscrapers

at the end of the road

under the raintree

in front of delights

and in and out of roaring laughters,
exists a lump of Tonging

that actually yearns to erupt

like a time bomb

to the mother, children, lover or
husband

but they are good at concealing

n the midst of Paya Lebar’ s haste
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and a smartphone

A Sunday morning in Paya Lebar

and the footsteps of the migrants

walking

from their homelands.

By Fitridiyah (Indonesia)
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The four corners of my

room

You were there a mute witness to my
every sermon

The strong support for my every
annoyance

Taking care of me on my every secret
sullenness

Receiving words that seem to burst

out

Even if the world we get to is dark
I will continue to stand so I can be

saved

Even if there’ s bitterness in my
cries and woes
You receive them like a wall without

cracks

In every corner that I stay in
everyday

In every time I need to rest

You act as my protection

From every pain and suffering that I

don’ t know where it came from

my overflowing sobbing in tears
You four are there, sympathizing with
me
By Olivetti M. Millado
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