INTRODUCTION

The “Serrurier Collection” is named after L. Serrurier, the compiler of Bibliothéque japonaise
(1896), a catalogue of old Japanese books, maps and manuscripts in Leiden. The items
described in this catalogue are kept in three different places in Leiden: the majority is in the
Leiden University Library, a large minority is in the National Museum of Ethnology (Museum
voor Volkenkunde) and a number of books is in the Herbarium (Museum Naturalis). The
description here only comprises the Serrurier Collection as far as it is presently kept in the
Leiden University Library, and it also includes later additions of old Japanese books not
appearing in Serrurier’s catalogue. All items that are now kept in the National Museum of
Ethnology and Museum Naturalis in Leiden are therefore excluded and do not appear on the
list below.

Lindor Serrurier (1846-1901) studied Japanese and Chinese with J.J. Hoffmann in the
1870s. He became curator of the National Ethnographic Museum in 1877, and director in 1881.
From 1887 to 1896 he was also lecturer in Ethnography and the Japanese language at Leiden
University. From 1896 until his death he taught History, Geography and Ethnography of the
East Indies at the Willem III Gymnasium in Batavia. Between 1876 and c. 1890, Serrurier
compiled several auction catalogues of Japanese books (see bibliography below).

In 1882, W.N. du Rieu, Librarian of the University Library, asked Serrurier to compile
a catalogue for the Japanese collections, including older University holdings, which was
published in 1896. At the same time, Du Rieu asked G. Schlegel, professor of Chinese in Leiden,
to compile a catalogue of Chinese books, which was published in 1883 (with a supplement in
1886).

Serrurier’s catalogue is entitled Bibliotheque japonaise: catalogue raisonné des livres
et des manuscrits japonais enrégistrés a la bibliotheque de I'Université de Leyde (Leiden: E.J.
Brill, 1896). The catalogue gives descriptions of 1263 items in total. More than half of these
had been collected by Dutch officials and scientists on Deshima in the early nineteenth century.
These were at first J. Cock Blomhoftf (1779-1853), living on Deshima in 1809-13 as clerk and
later assistant trader, and in 1817-23 as chief trader (opperhoofd) (29 items) and J.F. van
Overmeer Fisscher (1800-1848), on Deshima in 1820-29 as clerk and later assistant trader (60
items, all having his ex-libris and name stamp). Their collections give an overall view of the
arts and literature in Japan in the period 1804-1829. The best known collector was Ph.F. von
Siebold (1796-1866), physician on Deshima in 1823-29, who also continued acquiring books
in the 1830s (until 1830 c. 440 books, manuscripts and maps, later in total about 525 items).
Siebold focused on natural history and geography. The former two collections were acquired
by King William I in 1826 and 1832, and were therefore first kept in the Royal Cabinet of
Rarities (Koninklijk Kabinet van Zeldzaamheden). The latter was acquired by the King in 1831,
but Von Siebold was allowed to keep it in his house in Leiden. Around 1836, Von Siebold
borrowed parts of the other two collections from the Royal Cabinet and moved them to Leiden,
but failing to return them within three months as he should have done; instead he merged them
with his own collection. His assistant J.J. Hoffmann compiled a catalogue of these collections,
totaling 594 items, which Von Siebold published in 1845 as Catalogus librorum et
manuscriptorum japonicorum. This consists of a list of titles transcribed in Japanese or Chinese
(about 35 Japanese reprints of Chinese books) with succinct Latin descriptions, followed by a
list of titles in Chinese characters. The characters were written by Guo Chengzhang (Ko
Tsching Dschang [ # ) before November 1835, when he left Holland to return to Batavia.

In 1859, the Rijks Japansch Museum von Siebold was established in Leiden for all
materials collected by Von Siebold, Cock Blomhoff and Van Overmeer Fisscher. At that time,
the books, manuscripts and maps in the three collections were stamped with the seal
“Verzameling Von Siebold” (Von Siebold Collection). Five years later, in 1864, the name of the
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Museum was changed into Rijks Ethnographisch Museum (National Ethnographic Museum);
from then on a seal with this name was used for new acquisitions. Since 2014 it is called
Museum Volkenkunde, which is part of the National Museum of World Cultures.

In the 1850s, the last head (opperhoofd) of the Dutch settlement on Deshima, J.H.
Donker Curtius (1813-1879; in function 1852-59) acquired about 100 Japanese books for the
Ministry of Colonies, in particular in the fields of geography, linguistics, and military sciences,
including translations from Dutch into Japanese. In 1862, when the responsibility for Japanese
and Chinese Affairs was transferred from the Ministry of Colonies to Foreign Affairs, this
collection was also given to the Ethnographic Museum in Leiden and Leiden University Library.

From 1830 onwards Von Siebold was assisted in Leiden by J.J. Hoffmann (1805-1878).
In 1846, when Von Siebold left Leiden, Hoffmann was appointed as Japanese translator for the
East Indies government. In 1855, he became titular professor of Japanese and Chinese. After
his death the Leiden University Library acquired his collection of about 200 Japanese books
from his estate (together with about 100 Chinese books). These were mostly specimens of
Japanese texts, dictionaries and other reference materials. Hoffmann’s books are now easily
recognizable, since most of them are bound in blue hard covers.

Subsequently, in 1880, Serrurier, who was now acting director of the Ethnographic
Museum, suggested to transfer all Japanese items from the Museum to the University Library,
except those connected with the Museum collections such as woodcuts and illustrated books
and manuscripts. In the spring of 1881, about 500 books, maps and manuscripts were
transferred to the University Library, leaving about 200 items in the Museum.

An important later addition of Japanese books was from the library of A.J.C. Geerts
(1843-1883), professor at the Medical School of Nagasaki (in Japan 1869-1883). Serrurier
compiled an auction catalogue for this library (1887) and later acquired a selection of 66 books
for the Museum. Geerts’ library contained many medical books and books concerning the early
Meiji government. In 2015, most of these books were transferred from the Museum and
Herbarium to the University Library.

At some time, Serrurier allegedly also compiled an auction catalogue for the library of
K.W. Gratama (1831-1888), who taught medicine in Japan as well (1866-1871). Gratama
donated 153 items to the Museum in 1886.

After Serrurier had published his Bibliotheque japonaise in 1896, he left Holland for the
Indies. Some time later, probably under the guidance of M.W. de Visser, appointed as second
professor of Japanese in 1917, new additions of Japanese books were numbered from 1264 on.
This system of numbering was used for all Japanese books, but for most twentieth century books
this was only an “accession number”: they were placed outside the Serrurier Collection,
obtaining another call number. However, old Japanese books (mostly blockprints) that were
acquired later, are incorporated in the Serrurier Collection of the Leiden University. These
books have numbers lying between 1264-2013 or from 7941 to 8002. Later additions can be
numbered from No. 8003 on.

When second or third identical copies of books were obtained, these were not given a
new number but were placed next to the first copy, having the same Ser. number with one or
more asterisks added, the letters a, b, c, etc., numbers (after a colon) or the word “bis”, or a
combination of these. Numbers (after a colon) may also be used to indicate volumes of multi-
volume works.

More additions are expected, since there are a number of uncatalogued old Japanese
books and there may be possible future acquisitions of old Japanese books. The following is a
complete list of books with call number Ser. (Serrurier) now (2016) kept in the Leiden
University Library.



For more information on and holdings of each item, one should consult the Leiden
University Library online catalogue, H. Kerlen’s Catalogue of Pre-Meiji Japanese books and
maps in the Netherlands (1996) and Serrurier’s Bibliotheque japonaise.

Holdings of each item may be different, for instance, there are three copies of the Sino-
Japanese encyclopaedia Wakan sansai zue 1% =7 [X] 2>, which should have 81 volumes
when complete; the copy in Ser. 1 has 80 vols., vol. (kan) 66 is missing, Ser. 1* only has 18
vols., while Ser. 1** has 50 vols. (including vol. 66). It should be noted that subsections of
which all items are now kept in the Museum, and none in the University Library, are placed
between brackets.

Thanks are in the first place due to Ms. Tomoko Okuda ¥ FH ffir ¥ who compiled a first
draft of the list around 2009-2012. Secondly to Prof. dr. Harm Beukers, Prof. dr. W.J. Boot and
Daan Kok, who provided information or comments, but in particular to dr. Matthi Forrer who
checked the whole text.

Leiden, July 2016 (revised July 2021) Dr. Koos Kuiper
(Former curator of the old Chinese and Japanese books and manuscripts)

A chronology of the main origins of the Serrurier Collection in the Leiden University Library.
Since the various parts of the collection were later combined and became mixed up, the
numbers are often indicative only.

Year origin or catalogue years of custody place number of
collecting items

1826 Cock Blomhoff 1809-1823 Royal Cabinet c.29

1831 Von Siebold 1823-c. 1860 | At Siebold’s home c. 440

1832 Van Overmeer Fisscher 1820-1829 Royal Cabinet c. 60

1845 Catalogus librorum At Siebold’s home in | 594
Japonicorum Leiden

1862 Donker Curtius 1852-59 Museum/University | c. 100

1878 Hoffmann c. 1830-1877 | University c. 200

1881 Division of the Museum University/Museum | c¢. 500/200
collection

1886 Gratama 1866-1871 Museum 153

c. 1890 | Geerts 1869-1883 Museum/Herbarium | 66

1896 Bibliotheque japonaise University/Museum | 1263
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LIST OF SUBJECTS
Contents of Serrurier’s Bibliotheque japonaise with call numbers

General contents

1. (D General 1-24

2. (I Linguistics 25-162

3. (II0) Geography 163-418

4. (IV) History, Law, Military, Administration 419-578

5. (V) Religion, Philosophy, Literature 579-796

6. (VD Ethnography 797-874

7. (VID) Technology, Science, Commerce 875-953

8. (VIII) | Natural History, Cultivation 954-1081

9. (IX) Medicine 1082-1144

10. (X) Painting and Drawings 1145-1263
SUPPLEMENTS 1264-2013

7941-8002

Detailed contents

SECTION I, General 1-24
Encyclopedias 1-18
Bibliographies 19-24
SECTION II, Linguistics 25-162
Chinese-Japanese dictionaries 25-37
Japanese-Chinese dictionaries 38-50
Japanese grammars 51-57
Dutch dictionaries and vocabularies 58-68
Dutch grammars 69-80
Multilingual vocabularies, conversation courses 81-91
Vocabularies and texts in Ainu, Korean and Sanskrit 92-101
Kana syllabaries 102-110
Calligraphy 111-116
Letter books 117-140
Schoolbooks 141-162
SECTION III, Geography 163-418
Geography of countries outside Japan proper (pre-1855) 163-215
Geography of Japan 216-232
Travel guides of famous places 233-251
Provincial maps 252-292
Topography 293-303
City maps 304-362
Panoramas (views) 363-401
Itineraries, road maps 402-418
SECTION IV, History, Law, Military, Administration 419-578
Mythology 419-420



Chronicles

History and biographies, historical narratives
Genealogy

Chronology

Calendars

Official almanacs

(Heraldic works)

Statistics

City administration

Military science

Law, regulations and edicts
Jurisprudence

Regulations

Petitions

(Political economy)

Monetary system, weights and measures

SECTION V Religion, philosophy, literature
Religion and philosophy
(Buddhism, Shintoism)

Canons, hymns, formulas, prayers
Sermons

Votive tablets

(Religious games)

Incantations, charms

Sorcery, magic, amulets
Confucianism

Christianity

Literature (belles-lettres)

Morality tales, filial piety tales, speeches, novels, historical tales, fables

(Newspapers)

Chinese poetry

Japanese poetry, uta genre, anthologies
Japanese poetry, haikai genre, impromptus
Japanese poetry, kyoka genre, comical genre
Art of poetry

Commentaries, thyme dictionaries
Vocabularies of poetic language

Drama

Historical dramas

Ballet-opera

Manuals for reciters and dancers

Statistics of theatres and places of entertainment
Music

SECTION VI Ethnography

General ethnography of Japan and China, old traditions
Modern civilization

Clothing, attire

Etiquette and civility

421-424
425-456
457-464
465-474
475-477
478-495
(496-499)
500-507
508-516
517-544
545-554
555-556
557-559
560-561
(562)
563-578

579-796
579-620
(579-580)
581-589
590-591
592-596
(597-598)
598-602
603-606
607-613
614-620
621-772
621-691
(692-694)
695-697
698-741
742-746
747-751
752
753-760
761-772
773-796
773-783
784-786
787-791
792-794
795-796

797-874
797-802
803-805
806-810
811-816



Falcon hunting

Games of chance

Handicraft manuals

Art of flower arrangement
Collections of art and archaeology
Ancient weapons

SECTION VII Technology, science, commerce
General technology

Products

Particular industries

Industrial design

Architecture, construction

Mathematics, arithmetic

Meteorology, seismology

Maritime sciences

Physics

Chemistry

Tintype, photography, telegraphy, steam engines
Commerce

Vocabularies and epistolaries related to commerce

SECTION VIII Natural History, cultivation
Natural history, herbs, plants and harmful plants
Drawings and replicas of plants
Nomenclature

Local flowers (Rytkyii and Hokkaido)
Zoology

Quadrupeds

Birds

Water animals

Crustaceans, molluscs

Insects

Curiosities and monstrosities

Paleontology, geology, mineralogy
Agriculture, horticulture, arboriculture
Monographs on plants

Sericulture, apiculture

SECTION IX Medicine

Therapy, physiology, illnesses
Acupuncture, moxibustion
(Electro-magnetic therapy)

Surgery

Obstetrics

Pharmacology and pharmacodynamics
Medical and pharmacological vocabularies
Anatomy

Veterinarian medicine

Physical anthropology

817-819
820-824
825-828
829-850
851-861
862-874

875-953
875-876
877-885
886-902
903-913
914-920
921-930
931-936
937-939
940-942
943-944
945-946
947-948
949-953

954-1081
954-972
973-997
998-1000
1001-1003
1004
1005-1008
1009-1011
1012-1017
1018-1021
1022-1025
1026-1030
1031-1039
1040-1051
1052-1079
1080-1081

1082-1144
1082-1098
1099-1103
(1104)
1105-1108
1109
1110-1122
1123-1126
1127-1136
1137
1138-1140



Sanitation

SECTION X Painting and drawings
(History, overview of various schools)
Kose no Kanaoka

Buddhist school, see number 592
(Tosa school)

Chinese school

(Kano school)

Ukiyo-e school

(Korin school)

(Shijo school)

(Ganku school)

(Albums of drawings by various masters)
Drawing manuals

SUPPLEMENTS
Early additions
Recent additions

1141-1144

1145-1263
(1145-46)
1147

(1148)
1149-1161
(1162-67)
1168-1227
(1228-31)
(1232-34)
(1235-41)
(1242-53)
1254-1263

1264-2013
7941-8002



